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In this issue of Wheeltapper:

Full details of the Spring tour to the Cambrian Coast on page 2.

Review of the superb Winter meeting in London.

Chairman caption competition entries!

Dates of all Guild events.

A view from the Guild’s last visit to Wales - ‘The Earl’ at Welshpool Raven Square station.  Visit 
more little trains on the Spring tour on 2nd and 3rd May when we visit the Cambrian Coast.



SPRING MEETING OF THE GUILD - CAMBRIAN COAST - 2ND/3RD MAY

The Spring meeting of the Guild will be on the May Day weekend (2nd/3rd May) and will be based on the Cambrian
Coast line. Travel between tower s will be by train.

Saturday 2nd May:

Itinerary as follows:
First tower will be Machynlleth - ringing from 11:00 - 12:00

This can be reached by the 09:27 ex Shrewsbury if you are heading from England or the 07:51 ex Porthmadog if you are heading from
the Cambrian coast.

Depart Machynlleth on 12:56 train to Barmouth (arr 13:48).

Ringing at Barmouth - 14:00 - 15:00.

Depart Barmouth on 15:52 train to Porthmadog (arr 16:40).

I was then hoping to ring at Porthmadog on Saturday evening but unfortunately they will be unringable when we are there due to the
floor of the tower being rebuilt! There is a slim chance that this work will be completed before we get there, so our luck might change.

A railway attraction will also be programmed into Saturday evening.

Sunday 3rd May
Again, it was hoped to ring at Porthmadog, so we will have to wait and see whether that happens or not.

It is also planned to organised another railway attraction in the morning.

The afternoon will be left for members to do as they wish (i.e. ride on the Ffestiniog, the Porthmadog section of the WHR or travel
across to the main WHR line.

Ffestiniog Railway information can be obtained from www.ffestiniograilway.co.uk

Welsh Highland Railway information can be obtained from www.welshhighlandrailway.net

Welsh Highland Heritage Railway information can be found at www.whr.co.uk

On Sunday there is a narrow gauge model railway exhibition in the Glaslyn Centre in Porthmadog. 10:00 - 16:00. £4.50 entrance.

Full details of mainline train services to and from Wales can be obtained from National Rail Enquiries on 08457 484950 or:
www.nationalrail.co.uk Alternatively, contact your respective Train Operating Companies.

So far as accommodation is concerned, Porthmadog is considered to be the most appropriate location to base yourselves.

Out of interest, when I booked Barmouth bells, the tower captain runs a bed & breakfast in Barmouth, but I'm not sure how that fits in
with the proposed timetable. Those of you with a bit of time might want to explore possibilities. Their website is www.llwyndu-
farmhouse.co.uk

Further accommodation information can be obtained from the Welsh tourist information centre at www.visitwales.com

Alternatively, try www.laterooms.com for cheap but good quality hotel accommodation.

Finally, it would be handy to know if you intend to come on this tour as it will he lp me in arranging the two special railway attractions.

Have a great weekend! Tony Manktelow.
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2009 SUBSCRIPTIONS
2009 subscriptions are now due and a white renewal form is enclosed with this newsletter if you have not already paid.

If you still owe subs for 2008, you will find a double 2008/9 renewal form with your Wheeltapper rather than the single w hite form.

If no form is enclosed, then you are one of the efficient ones who have already paid me!

Subs can be sent in the post to the Sec retary or can be paid in person at any Guild meeting.

As you are aware, subs have been at £5.00 for adults and £2.50 for juniors / OAPs for some years now and it was again agreed at the
AGM that they will continue at this rate for this year as well.

Please note that the name of the Guild’s bank account has now changed, so if you are paying by cheque, please make sure that cheques
are made payable to   “The Guild of Railway Ringers”   - It makes paying them into the account so much easier if made out cor-
rectly! Thanks for your help!

Tony Manktelow - Secretary

THERE ARE MORE OF US OUT THERE
THAN MEETS THE EYE !

The December issue of Network Rail’s staff magazine ‘Aspects’ features 
an article on one of their project managers - Peter Sanderson. As you
know, he is not a member of the Guild but it goes to show that there are
more of us ringing railwaymen and women out there! I know that there
are several in Network Rail who keep it quiet - as there are in Transport
for London as well. Whilst arranging the towers for the Spring meeting
to the Cambrian Coast, it transpires that the tower captain at Porth-
madog is a retired railwaymen and that Machynlleth have a ringing signal-
ler in their band! If you know of any ringing railway workers who are
not member s of the Guild, why not drop them an email and introduce us
to them?  Invite them to a meeting or get them to drop me a line and I’ll 
send them a complimentary copy of Wheeltapper, along with an applica-
tion form.  I’m sure we could probably double our membership if we 
only knew who was out there!

CHURCH BELL RINGTONE NOW AVAILABLE

The 40th anniversary of the Churches Conservation Trust took place recently and the bells of St.John the Baptist, Avon
Dassett, Warwickshire, were rung for the first time in 30 year s following a £7000,000 restoration funded by the trust to
celebrate the anniversary. Furthermore, the bells were recorded and turned into a ringtone that can be downloaded from
the Trust’s website - www.visitchurches.org.uk

Detail from one of the restored windows at Ely Cathedral,
showing that the British Railways Board contributed to

The restoration project.
One wonder s what the connection

was between the BRB and the Cathedral that led to this?
Does anyone out there know the background?

ELY CATHEDRAL WINDOW MYSTERY
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THE GUILD’S WINTER MEETING IN LONDON - THE P ICKERING PERSPECTIVE

One of our visiting ringers from Pickering very kindly put together a review of the day - from a Pickering perspective:

As we entered the latter days of 2008 our resident railwayman, Gerry Bacon suggested a Pickering Away-Day to the me-
tropolis of London. Not afraid to leave the boundaries of God’s Own County the Pickering ringers soon gave support to 
the idea. Not all Yorkshire folk think the height of adventure is a day trip to Scarborough.

Soon the 21st of February dawned, or not as it happened with our train leaving York at 0803 hours. Nine intrepid ringers
boarded the train and settled down for the 2 hour journey. Approaching Peterborough, Ian decided to reveal the contents
of his plastic carrier bag. We thought he couldn’t afford a proper bag for his sandwiches - but no - he revealed a very fine
bottle of champagne and from that point on the festivities of the day were right on track. This champagne breakfast and the
wine at Spitalfields is my excuse for any inaccuracies in this r eport.

Kings Cross arrived and we soon managed to get split up; but we all managed to arrive on time at Shoreditch. It soon be-
came apparent that the meeting was going to be well attended and some good ringing was had on the 12 and I seem to re-
member some creditable Stedman and Grandsire Cinques.

From here it was a short step to Aldgate and the 25 cwt 8. After the 12 bells of the first tower the step down to 8 brought
more confident ringing with a good range of methods including London S Major. Looking around the London band it
seemed like a Pickering away team with at least 6 members from the tower. I think it was at Aldgate that all the ringers
were asked to identify themselves. It was at this time that everyone became aware of how many Tykes had ventured south
and it even prompted one ringer to state his tower as “Not Pickering”.

After Aldgate our group split up. Some took a guided tour of
Whitechapel sampling the curries of Brick Lane. Others headed for
Spitalfields in search of various hostelries and restaurants. I don’t 
actually remember much of the ringing at Spitalfields; probably too
“relaxed” after lunch. However the long walk to Bermondsey soon 
sorted that out.

By this time I was appreciating that many churches in London are
architecturally grand statements of civic pride but unfortunately
they are now sadly in need of much repair. Bermondsey was no
exception to this. As we climbed the stairs to the ringing chamber
we were surprised to pass two bell ropes and wondered about the
logistics of ropesight for the ringers of those bells. Thankfully they
were not part of the current ring of 8 and I assume they are the
ones removed from the original ring of 10.

From Bermondsey it was back on the tube or bus to St Margaret’s, 
Westminster for an enjoyable finale to the day. Giving our thanks
for an excellent day, we headed back to Kings Cross with plans for
a wine and cheese party on the train home. No Such Luck! Sunder -
land had been playing at Arsenal and our train was designated “dry” 
with no alcohol allowed. However; this did not spoil the day as we
reflected on the towers we had visited over a feast of weird fla-
voured crisps. Anyone for Sweet and Sour Squirrel!!

Photos from the day can be found on page 7.

Nothing to do with the London trip. This excellent
Timothy Taylor poster was seen at Haworth station
on last year’s AGM visit to the Keighley & Worth 
Valley. It includes the excellent Boltmakers Arms.



PA GE 5

GUILD CAPTION COMPETITION

Here are all of the entries for your amusement! All have been passed fit for publishing!!! My apologies if anyone is
offended by any of them:

“Where’s the paddler KINGSWEAR CASTLE? Surely that old fool of an Essex ringer from the Thames Estuary couldn’t have been right 
when he told me it had been steaming on the Medway, in my own back yard, for the past 25 years!!?”

“Broad gauge railways, now broad gauge canals, where’s the broad gauge pub!?”
“Oh dear, there's thatdamned mermaid again, sitting on her rock and ringing her bell to welcome us!”

“OOOH LOOK !!! The chairman can even fart from his head!”

“At least the Chairman is not talking out of his backside for once!”
“That boat has no tail lamp!”

“I see no ships!”
“(A stern) Chairman looking for the next tower”

“I see no ships – only hardships”
“Left hand down a bit”

“I hope he misses that low bridge – I’ve lost too many chimneys off canal boats!”

“Oh damn!  There goes my railway pension - floating down the swanee river…..”
“That looks like an interesting skip – wonder whether I’ve got time to rummage through it before the next tower?”

“Is that a pub next to Kingswear tower?”
“I knew I shouldn’t have had that fried breakfast!”

“Well, you know what sailors are……….”

“Good job there’s a stiff breeze, those beans I had for breakfast are giving me jip!”
“God’s Wonderful Railway, eh? Great Way Round more like – up the Southern!”

“Hmmmmm, 40 036 – not sure I’ve got that one – have to check the spotters book when I get back.”
“Now, I’m sure that naturist beach is along here somewhere!”

“I knew I shouldn’t have spilt that superglue on my hand before I gave the salute!”
“How did Peter Munday get in the pub that quick?”

“Blimey, those Somali pirates get everywhere!”

“Now I know why my mum used to dress me in that sailor suit”
“Can’t see that parrot anywhere - Jim lad”

“Something fishy going on here”

Well done everyone! Some wonderful thoughts to fill the caption

bubble. Maybe we can do this again sometime? Thanks to Chris for
being such a good sport as well.

TM.
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The Guild AGM will be based on Darlington and will include a trip to the Weardale Railway at Frosterley and a ring at the
Black Bull pub.

Provisional arrangements for Saturday 27th start with ringing at St.Cuthbert’s , Darlington (09:40-10:30). We then travel
by train to Bishop Auckland and catch a bus to Wolsingham to pick up the Weardale Railway service to Frosterley. At
Frosterley, we will head straight for the Black Bull pub for lunch, a ring and the formal business of the AGM.  We’ll then 
rejoin the Weardale Railway for the 15:42 departure from Frosterley to Stanhope and back to Wolsingham. Bus then from
Wolsingham to Bishop Auckland for a ring at St.Andrew’s church (18:15-19:15). Time then for a beer before catching the
train back to Darlington.
On the Sunday (28th) we will travel by train from Darlington to Shildon for a morning trip around the Locomotion Rail-
way Museum. After lunch, we plan to ring at Shildon, St.John before heading back to Darlington and home.

A full itinerary will appear in the summer Wheeltapper.
In the mean time, if you want to investigate accommodation, you may wish to contact the local tourist information centre I
Darlington (01325 388666) or email them at tic@darlington.gov.uk or visit their website at www.visitdarlington.com

Four suggested B&Bs close to the town centre are:
Bannatyne Hotel, Southend Avenue - tele:01325 487111

Boot & Shoe Inn, Church Row - tele:01325 287501
The Greenbank, 90 Greenbank Road - tele:01325 462264

Harewood Lodge Guest House, 40 Grange Road - tele:01325 358152

More details about the Weardale Railway can be found at www.weardale-railway.org.uk
More details about the Locomotion Museum in Shildon can be found at www.locomotion.uk.com

GUILD AGM TO COUNTY DURHAM - 27TH/28TH JUNE 2009

AUTUMN 2009 TOUR TO THE M ID HANTS RAILWAY - 19TH
SEPTEMBER 2009
A chance to revisit the excellent Mid Hants Railway
and travel on the glorious Southern Railway through
leafy Hampshire. There is a large number of micro
breweries around this part of the country and we
hope to take advantage of some of them!
We have secured the use of an ex Eastbourne Cor-
poration double-decker to take us off the beaten-
track of the railway (subject to height restrictions!)
and enable us to visit some tower s that were out of
reach the last time we visited the Mid Hants. It is
also planned that the aforementioned bus will take
us to the Flower Pot at Cheriton for lunch—an ex-
cellent eating and drinking venue!
The Mid-Hants Railway is accessible from the
mainline railway (South West Trains) via Alton sta-
tion. Services run direct to Alton from London
Waterloo.
Those considering an overnight stay may wish to look at Alton or Alresford as possible sites.

More details in future issues of Wheeltapper.
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The new bridge carrying the
East London Line over
Shoreditch High Street
(above). This will form part
of London Overground’s new 
service. The new Shoreditch
High Street station is taking
shape in a concrete box to the
right of the bridge.

St Botolph’s Aldgate (below) 
marooned amid a sea of bol-
lards and road works!

The old Shoreditch station
(above), now a coffee bar.

The interior of the wonderful
church at Spitalfields (left).
This was magnificent inside
and apparently used to have
several tiers of balconies in-
side. The outside view of
Spitalfields - the last of the
grand London churches to be
built is shown below:

A DAY OUT IN LONDON—THE GUILD
WINTERTOUR



Email us at:

grrsecretary@aol.com

WHEELTAPPER BY EMAIL & THE E-BULLETIN
SERVICE

A growing number of members now receive their Wheeltapper
by email. If you want to join them, please email the Secretary:

grrsecretary@aol.com
Please note though that the Wheeltapper does tend to be a big
pdf file and can be very slow downloading if you don’t have a 
broadband connection.
You will also receive e-bulletins by email in addition to Wheel-
tapper. These keep you up-to-date with Guild news as it hap-
pens!
If you do subscribe by email, remember to tell the Secretary of
any email address changes!

Tony Manktelow.

Guild Secretary
19 BullClose

Bozeat
Northamptonshire

NN29 7LR

Phone: 01933665113
Fax: 01933 663846

Mobile: 07771 612321
E-mail: grrsecretary@aol.com

THE GUILD OF RAILWAY
R INGERS

2nd/3rd May 2009:
GRR Spring meeting to the Cambrian Coast - full de-
tails on page 2 of this issue.

27th/28th June 2009:

GRR AGM in County Durham. Based on Darlington.

19th September 2009:

GRR Autumn meeting on the Mid Hants Railway.

Please note that other events can and may be held in
addition to these dates. Please feel free to volunteer
to arrange a tour! Details should be sent to the Secre-
tary for inclusion in Wheeltapper.

All Guild events are also advertised in The Ringing
World.

Think of where we might go in 2010. We will be
looking for venue ideas at the AGM. It would be nice
to go somewhere we have not yet been. Ideas for the
next winter meeting include a city tour around Bir-
mingham or a trip through Metro land up the old
Great Central. Other cities may provide city-tour
capability - York?, Manchester?, Liverpool? Newcas-
tle?, Edinburgh? Let us have your thoughts at the
AGM!
Tony Manktelow - Secretary

GUILD DIARY—MAKE A RECORD OF
THE DATES

Sunday 3rd May in Porthmadog
At the Glaslyn Centre in Porthmadog

10:00 - 16:00

£4.50 entrance fee (under 14s free)

THE PORTHMADOG NARROW GAUGE
MODEL EXHIBITION

BELL LANE S IGNAL BOX

Bell Lane signal box, taken in the 1970s. The box was situated
in the Leicester area and was taken out as part of the Leicester
resignalling programme that saw many such boxes consigned to
the bonfire - shame: would have made a nice garden shed.


